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JWST 201/HIST 250                 Spring 2022 

RACE AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
 

M/W/F 11:00-11:50 AM – Room JSC 337 
 

Assistant Professor Chad Gibbs, Director, Zucker/Goldberg Center for Holocaust Studies 
 

 
 

 
 

Course Description 
The Second World War was the single deadliest conflict in human history. Across Asia, 

Europe, and North Africa, total war and genocide killed tens of millions of men, women, and 
children. Fighting spread far beyond well-known battlefields such as Normandy and Okinawa to 
take the lives of non-combatants at their homes, on their streets, and in their fields.  

Each major combatant either made race and racial policy a central aim of its war effort or 
came to the war defined at home and abroad by conceptions of race and racism.   

Eighty years later, the Western world tends to forget or gloss over the racial ideologies of the 
Second World War as it heralds the “good war” and the “Greatest Generation.” This course 
recognizes that generation while restoring race and racism to their central place among the reasons, 
driving forces, and lasting legacies of the war.  We continue to live in a world—racial prejudices and 
all—that was left behind by this war.  This course underscores the creation of our present in the 
United States and abroad through its attention to race in the Second World War. 
 
Instructor Information and Office Hours:   

Assistant Professor Chad Gibbs 

▪ Office Location: Jewish Studies Center, Room 313 

▪ Office Hours: Friday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM or by appointment  
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▪ Contact: gibbsc@cofc.edu  
What Happens Each Week?   
▪ Monday:  

o Lecture that introduces the week’s topics and readings. 
▪ Wednesday 

o Lecture (unless there is a Topic Quiz that week) 

▪ Friday: 
o Discussion session for the weekly topic or course success skills development workshop.   
o DUE: In weeks 6, 12, or 15, your papers are due. Papers are due on OAKS by 5:00 PM. 
o DUE: In weeks 6, 12, or 15, your Primary Source Assignment is due on OAKS by 5:00 

PM. 
 
Course Objectives 
JWST201/HIST 250 has certain general goals in addition to the topic-specific learning priorities of a 
class on Race and the Second World War. At the end of this semester, students will be better 
prepared to: 

▪ Reflect on their own responses to the readings 

▪ Form historical questions that lead to effective and engaging written work 
▪ Identify and explain the basic arguments put forward by the various authors of the assigned 

secondary readings and primary sources and be able to discuss and critique those arguments 

▪ Provide an overall synthesis of race and racial hatred as factors in the Second World War and 
their lasting legacies 

 
Access to Readings: 

All regular course readings will be scanned and provided on OAKS. Your choices for the 
Text Response Paper and Primary Source Assignment will not be on OAKS—you will need to buy 
or borrow these books. 
 
Formatting and Deadline Information for Papers and Assignments and Attendance  

Papers should be turned in on time to avoid a grade penalty (on OAKS by 5:00 PM on the 
date noted on this syllabus). All assignments should be submitted by the deadline as Word 
documents on the course site. Unless otherwise agreed, email submissions will not be accepted. All 
assignments should stick to the word or page limit to avoid a grade penalty and use Times New 
Roman 12-point font and double spacing. Historians use footnote citations in the Chicago Manual 
of Style, and explanation of which can be found online. I am understanding and flexible when needed—
contact me in advance or as soon as a problem arises!   
 
Writing Support:  

The College of Charleston Writing Lab, staffed by a faculty member and peer consultants, 
provides one-to- one assistance for every stage in the writing process for term papers, essays, letters, 
memos, or book reviews. Although consultants do not proofread papers, they do act as an audience 
listening to students' ideas and asking questions so that clients in the Writing Lab can make changes 
to their writing. In effect, the consultants work with the writers, not necessarily a piece of writing. 
Consultants also help clients review grammatical rules and principles of punctuation as well as the 
structure of sentences, paragraphs, and essays.  
 
 

mailto:gibbsc@cofc.edu
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
https://csl.cofc.edu/labs/writing-lab/index.php
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Assignments and Assessment Values 

▪ Attendance, Preparation, and Participation: 20% 
o While no part of the course is unnecessary, I do recognize that life will sometimes get in 

the way and that things could change rapidly with all that we are living through. First and 
foremost, do not come to class sick. Beyond that, please communicate with me in 
advance if you are unable to attend or need other accommodations. Participation in our 
Friday discussions is an important part of this course. Only by digging into these events 
through conversation and teamwork can we truly hope to understand them.  

o Dr. David Harrisville Virtuous Wehrmacht book launch event. (25% Participation Total = 
5% of Course Grade): On February 24, Dr. Harrisville will deliver a virtual public 
presentation on his new book Virtuous Wehrmacht. This course requires that you view Dr. 
Harrisville’s talk and write a 500-word description and analysis of his lecture and topic. 
More information will be provided as the date approaches. 

▪ Topic Quizzes: (10% each) 30% total 
o At the end of our Pacific, European, and US sections of the course there will be a quiz.  

More information and study tips will be provided as these quizzes approach. 
▪ Text Response Paper (TRP) of 4-5 Pages: 25% 

o You will choose a text from one of the topic lists provided and write a response that 
demonstrates your understanding of its contents and knowledge of how the book fits 
into the theme of the given section of the course. Successful papers will demonstrate 
knowledge of the book’s contents before moving on to analysis of the context of this 
history, the author’s use of sources, methodology, and thesis. In short, a good paper will 
be much more than summary alone. If you wish to complete the Text Response Paper 
on a text that is not listed, you must first get approval of the work from me. 

▪ Primary Source Analysis (PSA) of 3-4 Pages: 25% total 
o In these assignments, you will choose one of the topic primary source texts to analyze. 

Think about these major questions (and others as you see fit): Who wrote this text as 
well as when and why? What was their intended goal? What can this text tell us about its 
creator? What can it tell us about the time in which it was written or the time it was 
written about? How can we use this text to think about the history of race in the Second 
World War?  

▪ Important Notes on PSA and TRP:  
o I will review drafts of these works handed in via email or paper copy at least one week in 

advance of the due date.  Any student who completes a draft and revises as suggested 
will be guaranteed at least a letter grade bump (A- becoming an A, etc.).   

o Leading up to these assignments, we will discuss these works and your questions on 
Fridays.  Some Friday sessions may be set aside for developmental work to prepare you 
for successful writing projects.  I’m open to your suggestions for these.  I very much 
want to help you become better writers.   

o Interested in an alternate assignment format?  Speak with me in class or office hours if 
you have a replacement project design in mind. 

▪ Extra Credit Opportunities: 
o Attending Jewish Studies Program events: Students are invited to attend events hosted 

by the Jewish Studies Program throughout the semester. You may earn extra credit by 
writing a 300-word summary of the event and what you learned from the event.  

▪ Note: This does not apply to the Dr. Harrisville event, which is required for this course. 
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Continuity of Learning & Support 
 
Vaccination and Masks: 

In accordance with College of Charleston policy, masks are required to be worn at all times 
in this course. If you have any issues with this policy and requirement, please see me immediately.  

I also urge anyone who has not yet received a vaccination to do so immediately. Nearly all of 
those who suffer hospitalization and death from COVID are unvaccinated. This number sadly 
includes children and young people. The vaccine saves the lives of the vaccinated but also others 
who may not be eligible or are protected by the firewall of herd immunity. If you have not had a 
chance to get vaccinated, health services can help you at any time. If you have medical concerns, 
please see me. I can direct you to medical experts who can answer your questions.  
 
Pronouns:  

I will gladly honor your request to address you by the name and gender pronouns of your 
choice. Please advise me of this early in the semester via your college-issued email account or during 
office hours so that I may make the appropriate notation on my class list.  
 
Honor Code & Academic Integrity:  

Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, 
when suspected, are investigated. Each incident will be examined to determine the degree of 
deception involved.  

Incidents where the instructor determines the student’s actions are related more to 
misunderstanding and confusion will be handled by the instructor. The instructor designs an 
intervention or assigns a grade reduction to help prevent the student from repeating the error. The 
response is recorded on a form and signed both by the instructor and the student. It is forwarded to 
the Office of the Dean of Students and placed in the student’s file.  

Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or 
others having knowledge of the incident to the Dean of Students. A student found responsible by 
the Honor Board for academic dishonesty will receive an XXF in the course, indicating failure of the 
course due to academic dishonesty. This status indicator will appear on the student’s transcript for 
two years after which the student may petition for the XX to be expunged. The F is permanent.  

Students can find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student 
Handbook by clicking HERE!  
 
Mental & Physical Wellbeing:  

At the college, we take every student’s mental and physical wellbeing seriously. If you find 
yourself experiencing physical illnesses, please reach out to student health services (843.953.5520). 
And if you find yourself experiencing any mental health challenges (for example, anxiety, depression, 
stressful life events, sleep deprivation, and/or loneliness/homesickness) please consider contacting 
either the Counseling Center (professional counselors at http://counseling.cofc.edu or 843.953.5640 
3rd Robert Scott Small Building) or the Students 4 Support (certified volunteers through texting 
"4support" to 839863, visit http://counseling.cofc.edu/cct/index.php, or meet with them in person 
on the third floor of the Stern Center). These services are there for you to help you cope with 
difficulties you may be experiencing and to maintain optimal physical and mental health.  
 
 

https://policy.cofc.edu/documents/12.4.1.pdf
http://counseling.cofc.edu/
http://counseling.cofc.edu/cct/index.php


 5 

 
Food & Housing Resources:  

Many CofC students report experiencing food and housing insecurity. If you are facing 
challenges in securing food (such as not being able to afford groceries or get sufficient food to eat 
every day) and housing (such as lacking a safe and stable place to live), please contact the Dean of 
Students for support (http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/about/salt.php). Also, you can go to 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/student-food-housing-insecurity/index.php to learn about food and 
housing assistance that is available to you. In addition, there are several resources on and off campus 
to help. You can visit the Cougar Pantry in the Stern Center (second floor), a student-run food 
pantry that provides dry-goods and hygiene products at no charge to any student in need. Please also 
consider reaching out to me if you are comfortable in doing so.  
 
Inclusion:  

The College of Charleston offers many resources for LGBTQ+ students, faculty, and staff 
along with their allies. Click on the links below for more information:  
 
Preferred Name and Pronoun Information  
On Campus Gender Inclusive facilities 
Campus Resources 
College of Charleston Reporting Portals  
National Resources for Faculty & Staff  
GSEC Reports  
Documenting LGBTQ Life in the Lowcountry (CofC Addlestone Lib. Special Collections Project)  
College of Charleston Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) 
Articles about CofC and LGBTQ+ Issues  
 
Disability/Access:  

The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. 
Students should apply for services at the Center for Disability Services/SNAP located on the first 
floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. Students approved for accommodations are responsible for 
notifying me as soon as possible and for contacting me one week before accommodation is needed.  

I am a disabled veteran. I take accommodation seriously and I am happy to help you. 
 
OAKS (For All Instructional Modalities):  

OAKS, including Gradebook, will be used for this course throughout the semester to 
provide the syllabus and class materials and grades for each assignment, which will be regularly 
posted.  
 
Inclement Weather, Pandemic or Substantial Interruption of Instruction:  

If in-person classes are suspended, faculty will announce to their students a detailed plan for 
a change in modality to ensure the continuity of learning. All students must have access to a 
computer equipped with a web camera, microphone, and Internet access. Resources are available to 
provide students with these essential tools.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/about/salt.php
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/student-food-housing-insecurity/index.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/name-pronoun.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/gender-neutral-facilities.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/campus-resources.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/reporting-portal.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/national-resources.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/gsec-reports.php
https://speccoll.cofc.edu/lgbtq/
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/qep.php
https://gender-sexuality-equity.cofc.edu/campus-resources/articles.php
http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/


 6 

 
Books for Pacific Text Response Paper – Choose one or ask to make a substitution 

DUE: February 18 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 
 

Chang, Iris. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II. New York: Basic Books,  
2011. 

 
Dower, John W. War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War. Seventh Printing, Corrected by  

the Author. New York: Pantheon Books, 1993. 
 
Soh, Chunghee Sarah. The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea and Japan.  

Worlds of Desire. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008. 
 
 
Books for Europe Text Response Paper – Choose one or ask to make a substitution 

DUE: April 1 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 
 

Bartov, Omer. Hitler’s Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich. New York Oxford: Oxford  
University Press, 1991. 

 
Browning, Christopher R. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland.  

London: Penguin, 2001. 
 
Lower, Wendy. Hitler’s Furies: German Women in the Nazi Killing Fields. Boston: Houghton Mifflin  

Harcourt, 2013. 
 
Whitman, James Q. Hitler’s American Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law.  

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017. 
 
 
Books for US Text Response Paper – Choose one or ask to make a substitution 

DUE: April 22 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 
 

Hervieux, Linda. Forgotten: The Untold Story of D-Day’s Black Heroes, at Home and at War. New York:  
Harper Collins, 2016. 

 
Moore, Christopher. Black Soldiers – The Unsung Heroes of World War II. New York: Ballantine, 2004.  
 
Muller, Eric L. Free to Die for Their Country: The Story of the Japanese American Draft Resisters in World War  

II. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001. 
 
Whitman, James Q. Hitler’s American Model: The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law.  

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017. 
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Primary Source Readings / Assignment Choices 

 
The Pacific – DUE: February 18 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 
 Takei, George, Justin Eisinger, and Steven Scott. They Called Us Enemy. Marietta, GA: Top  

Shelf Productions, 2019.  
   *Expanded or original editions acceptable  
 
 
 
Europe – DUE: April 1 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 

  Spiegelman, Art. The Complete Maus. New York: Pantheon Books, 2011. 
  *Must be complete version – confirm with me before purchase! 
 
 
 
The United States – DUE: April 22 at 5:00 PM on OAKS 
 Owens, Michael T. Burned: Conversations with a Black WWII Veteran. Goose Creek, SC, Voices  

Speak, 2017. 
 

 
Course Schedule 

 

Week 1 
M – 01/10 
W – 01/12 
F – 01/14 

The Second World War: A Global Introduction 
Syllabus Day and Introductions 
 
Discussion Day 

Week 2 
M – No Class 
W – 01/19 
F – 01/21 

Race and the Global War 
  
READ: John W. Dower, “Patterns of a Race War,” pps. 3-14 
Discussion Day 

Week 3 
M – 01/24 
W – 01/26 
F – 01/28 

The Pacific: The Rising Sun 
READ: John W. Dower, “The Pure Self,” pps. 203-233 
 
Discussion Day 

Week 4 
M – 01/31 
W – 02/02 
F – 02/04 

The Pacific: The Japanese View 
READ: John W. Dower, “The Demonic Other,” pps. 234-261 
 
READ: John W. Dower, “Global Policy with the Yamato Race as 
Nucleus,” pps. 262-290 
Discussion Day 

Week 5 
M – 02/07 
 
 
 
W – 02/09 

The Pacific: The American Vision of Japan at Home and at War 
SPECIAL GUEST LECTURE: Professor Aura Newlin, Heart 
Mountain Foundation and University of Wyoming 
READ: John W. Dower, “Apes and Others,” pps. 77-93 
DUE: Pacific Topic Quiz Questions 
Discussion Day 
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F – 02/11 Topic Quiz 

Week 6 
M – 02/14 
W – 02/16 
F – 02/18 

Europe: American Ideas in Nazi Hands – Eugenics and Race 
READ: James Whitman, “America Through Nazi Eyes,” pps. 132-161 
 
Discussion Day 
DUE: Pacific Text Response Paper – Friday, 5:00 PM on OAKS 
DUE: Pacific Primary Source Analysis – Friday, 5:00 PM on 
OAKS 

Week 7 
M – 02/21 
W – 02/23 
 
F – 02/25 

Europe: Nazi Racial Ideology 
 
READ: George L. Mosse, The Crisis of German Ideology, “Racism,” pps. 
88-107 
READ: George L. Mosse, Toward the Final Solution, “Racism and Mass 
Murder” and “A Conclusion that Does Not Conclude,” pps. 194-213 
Discussion Day 

Week 8 
M – 02/28 
 
W – 03/02 
 
F – 03/04 

Europe: Vernichtungskrieg / War of Annihilation  
Tentative: SPECIAL GUEST LECTURE: Dr. Amber Nickell, Fort Hays 
State University 
READ: Mark Mazower, Hitler’s Empire, “War of Annihilation: Into the 
Soviet Union,”  
Discussion Day 

Week 9 
M – 03/07 – No Class 
W – 03/09 – No Class 
F – 03/11 – No Class 

Spring Break 

Week 10 
M – 03/14 
W – 03/16 
F – 03/18 

Europe: The Holocaust 
 
READ: Christopher R. Browning, “The Nazi Empire” 
Discussion Day 

Week 11 
M – 03/21 
 
W – 03/23 
F – 03/25 

Europe: War in Africa/European Empires in Africa 
READ: TBD 
DUE: Europe Topic Quiz Questions 
Discussion Day 
Topic Quiz 

Week 12 
M – 03/28 
 
W – 03/30 
 
F – 04/01 – No Class 

The United States: A Segregated Military at War 
WATCH: PBS, “The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Ep. 4 – Terror and  
Triumph” – Link to YouTube on OAKS 
Lecture/Discussion Day 
 
Class Canceled 
DUE: Europe Text Response Paper – Friday, 5:00 PM on OAKS 
DUE: Europe Primary Source Analysis – Friday, 5:00 PM on 
OAKS 

Week 13 
M – 04/04 
 
W – 04/06 

The United States: The Second Great Migration 
READ: James N. Gregory, “The Second Great Migration: A Historical 
Overview,” PDF on OAKS 
Discussion Day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vadRcW_r-SE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vadRcW_r-SE
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F – 04/08 – No Class Class Canceled  
Week 14 
M – 04/11 
 
W – 04/13 
F – 04/15 

The United States: Double Victory and African American Service 
SPECIAL GUEST LECTURE: Professor Michael T. Owens, CofC 
READ: Michael T. Owens, Burned, pps. 11-27 
 
Discussion Day 

Week 15 
M – 04/18 
 
 
 
W – 04/20 
F – 04/22 

The United States: Wartime Roots of the Fight for Civil Rights 
READ: Bryan Greene, “After Victory in World War II, Black Veterans 
Continued the Fight for Freedom at Home,” Smithsonian Magazine – 
Link on OAKS 
DUE: United States Topic Quiz Questions 
Discussion Day 
Topic Quiz 
DUE: United States Text Response Paper – Friday, 5:00 PM on 
OAKS 
DUE: United States Primary Source Analysis – Friday, 5:00 PM 
on OAKS 

Week 16 
M – 04/25 

End of Semester 
Wrap Up Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/summer-1946-saw-black-wwii-vets-fight-freedom-home-180978538/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/summer-1946-saw-black-wwii-vets-fight-freedom-home-180978538/

